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Zone 1: Growing season: early June 

through Aug., but with some varia-

tion―the longest seasons are usually 

found near this zone's large bodies of 

water. Frost can come any night of 

the year. Winters are snowy and in-

tensely cold, due to latitude, elevation, 

and/or influence of continental air 

mass. There's some summer rainfall. 

Zone 2: Growing season: early May 

through Sept. Winters are cold (lows 

run from -3 degrees to -34 degrees F/

-19 degrees to -37 degrees C), but 

less so than in Zone 1. In northern 

and interior areas, lower elevations 

fall into Zone 2, higher areas into 

Zone 1. 

Zone 7:  Growing season: May to 

early Oct. Summers are hot and dry; 

typical winter lows run from 23 de-

grees to 9 degrees F/-5 degrees to -

13 degrees C. The summer-winter 

contrast suits plants that need dry, hot 

summers and moist, only moderately 

cold winters. 

Zone 14: Growing season: early Mar. 

to mid-Nov., with rain coming in the 

remaining months. Periodic intrusions 

of marine air temper summer heat 

and winter cold (lows run from 26 

degrees to 16 degrees F/-3 degrees 

to -9 degrees C). Mediterranean-

climate plants are at home here. 

Zone 15: Growing season: Mar. to Dec. Rain comes from fall through winter. Typical winter lows range from 28 degrees to 21 degrees 

F/-2 degrees to -6 degrees C. Maritime air influences the zone much of the time, giving it cooler, moister summers than Zone 14. 

Zone 17: Growing season: late Feb. to early Dec. Coolness &  fog are hallmarks; summer highs seldom top 75 degrees F/24 degrees C, 

while winter lows run from 36 degrees to 23 degrees F/2 degrees to -5 degrees C. Heat-loving plants disappoint or dwindle here. 

Information from Sunset Magazine at http://www.sunset.com/garden/climate-zones/sunset-climate-zones-california-nevada-00400000036331/ 
     and Network for a Healthy California  http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/cpns/Documents/Network-RNMap.pdf 
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