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California Food Policy Advocates is a 
statewide public policy and advocacy 

organization dedicated to improving the 
health and well being of low-income 

Californians by increasing their access to 
nutritious, affordable food.



California Food Policy Advocates

Strengthening the federal nutrition programs

• Food Stamp Program

• National School Lunch Program

• School Breakfast Program

• Summer & Afterschool Nutrition

• Child and Adult Care Food Program

ACCESS PARTICIPATION QUALITY



Why Federal Nutrition Programs?

• Entitlement status
– All eligible applicants receive benefits

• Scale and scope
– Serves millions of Californians, with the                 

Food Stamp program serving 3 million alone

– Reaches the children most in need

– Strengthens the social safety net by preventing 
food insecurity, ensuring sound nutrition, and 
promoting health



• Statewide Picture of FS Participation

– 48% of 4.2 million eligible individuals participate

– 2nd to last among the 50 states and DC

• Among the working poor1

– 33% of 2.5 million eligible individuals participate

– Last among the 50 states and DC

Significant county differences in administration and 
participation

1USDA 2007

Statewide FS Participation Rates



Food Stamp Underutilization
Program Access Index (PAI)

• What is the PAI? 

– A county-specific measure of FS participation 
among low-income individuals

• Why is the PAI Important? 

– Provides county-specific comparisons of the 
estimated number of non-participants who are 
income-eligible, but may not meet all eligibility 
criteria



Lost Dollars, Empty Plates

• Analyzing the underutilization of Food Stamps 
and the resulting economic impact

• Lost federal benefits and economic activity

– State and county tax revenue

• County level data

• PAI as a measure of participation 

– Adjunct analysis calculated with the statewide 
participation rate



Lost Dollars, Empty Plates

County
Income-Eligible

Non-Participants
!ŘŘΩƭ .ŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ǿκ 
Full Participation

!ŘŘΩƭEconomic 
Activity w/ Full 
Participation

Humboldt 10,429 $15,344,166 $28,233,265

Lake 4,295 $5,932,895 $10,916,528

Mendocino 3,645 $5,870,039 $10,800,872

Napa 11,833 $16,075,747 $29,579,374

Sonoma 31,147 $48,181,986 $88,654,854



Local Actions

What are some local actions 
that you can take to increase 
access to and participation in 

the Food Stamp Program in 
your community?



Increase Access & Participation

IŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ bƻǿΧ

• Modified Categorical Eligibility

ҍHouseholds with children are no longer disqualified 
from receiving food stamps because of their assets

ҍDSS plans to expand MCE to ALL households

• What Can You Do?
ҍSpread the word
ҍEnsure full implementation
ҍStop collecting asset information

Local
Actions



Increase Access & Participation

IŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ bƻǿΧ

• Waiver of the Face-to-Face Interview
ҍCounties have option to provide phone interviews in 

lieu of face-to-face interviews to ALL households at 
intake and recertification w/o hardship requirement

• What Can You Do?
ҍUrge your county to implement policy
ҍSpread the word! Informational materials and 

community partners, food banks, etc.
ҍLearn more! Visit our website, www.cfpa.net

Local
Actions

http://www.cfpa.net/


Increase Access & Participation

/ƻƳƛƴƎ {ƻƻƴΧ

• Rebranding of the CA Food Stamp Program

ҍA new brand and image that focuses on health and 
nutrition and eliminates stigma

• What can you do?

ҍPromote the new brand to staff, current clients, and 
potential participants

Local
Actions



Statewide Food Stamp Policy Update

What is happening at the state-
level that will increase access 

to and participation in the 
Food Stamp program?



The Healthy Purchase Pilot

• $20 million in Farm Bill funds for USDA pilot

ҍUSDA  released a request for proposals from state 
agencies in December 2009

• Only one state will receive funding for proposed pilot

ҍA broad coalition has been convened to develop 
and submit proposal to USDA

• CA proposal seeks to give reimbursement on EBT cards 
for purchases of WIC-eligible produce in one county



Simplified Reporting

• California is the ONLY state that requires 
quarterly reporting
ҍAll other states require simplified reporting, reducing the 

amount of paperwork in FS offices and increasing access

ҍLƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нллфΣ ¦{5! ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ǿŀƛǾŜǊ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ƻŦ 
simplified reporting

• What You Can Do

– Urge Governor to implement 6-month reporting for 
CALWorks and Food Stamps to help reduce 
paperwork and save CA millions



Finger Imaging

• California is one of only 4 states that requires 
finger-imaging for food stamp participation

ҍA costly state policy that negatively impacts FS 
participation

ҍFinger imaging de facto condition of eligibility, which 
States are not allowed to establish for Food Stamps

• What You Can Do

– Urge USDA to bar CA from using finger imaging



Resources
Local Data

ά[ƻǎǘ 5ƻƭƭŀǊǎΣ 9ƳǇǘȅ tƭŀǘŜǎέ Report
• Available at www.cfpa.net/ldep/

2008 Program Access Index (PAI)
• Will be available in February 2010

County Nutrition Profiles
• Will be available in February 2010

State Policy

11th Annual Food Stamp Forum
• Thursday, February 18th at Crest Theater, Sacramento, 8:30 a.m. ς4 p.m. 

Register at www.cfpa.net

To receive 

updates on 

local data and 

state policy, 

sign up at 

www.cfpa.net

http://www.cfpa.net/ldep/
http://www.cfpa.net/
http://www.cfpa.net/


Thank You

For more information please contact:

California Food Policy Advocates

www.cfpa.net

Tia Shimada
510.433.1122 ext 109

tia@cfpa.net

Evonne Silva
510.433.1122 ext 107

evonne@cfpa.net

http://www.cfpa.net/
mailto:tia@cfpa.net
mailto:evonne@cfpa.net


Discussion Questions

• What are your successes to date?

• What new opportunities exist to encourage 
access and participation?

• What changes and actions can you and/or 
your organization commit to doing in the 
next 3-6 months?

Improving Food Stamp Access and 

Participation in Your Community


